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what is now known as the Bezwada fineness. The dresses were
simple and of Indian style. I have gone into these details5 because
All-India Congress Committee to many of us is a model for the
future parliament under swaraj. It is in keeping with the real
state of India, It is somewhat a reflection of the poverty of the
country, its simplicity and of its climatic requirements.
Contrast this with the false show, the pomp and the extrava-
gance at Simla and at the new Delhi!
As the outer, so the inner. The most important business of
the nation was finished in a most business-like manner inside of
twelve hours. Nothing was done or allowed without the closest
scrutiny. The resolution on the dispute between the President and
the Working Committee was discussed in the calmest manner
possible. Jealous of its own rights, the Committee ratified the
decision of the Working Committee that the right of interpretation
of substantive law belonged to it rather than the President. It
would not however allow anything to appear in the resolution which
could by any stretch of imagination be considered discourteous to
the President.
The resolution of the session was, however, the one on civil
disobedience which I give below:
Whereas there is not much over one month for the fulfilment of
the national determination to establish swaraj before the end of the year,
and whereas the nation has demonstrated its capacity for exemplary self-
restraint by observing perfect non-violence over the arrest and imprison-
ment of the Ali Brothers and the other leaders, and whereas it is desirable
for the nation to demonstrate its capacity for further suffering and disci-
pline, discipline sufficient for the attainment of swaraj, the All-India
Congress Committee authorizes every province on its own responsibility
to undertake civil disobedience including non-payment of taxes, in the
manner that may be considered the most suitable by the respective Pro-
vincial Congress Committees subject to the following conditions:
1. In the event of individual civil disobedience, the individual must
know hand-spinning, and must have completely fulfilled that part of the
programme which is applicable to him or her, e.g., he or she must have
entirely discarded the use of foreign cloth and adopted only hand-spun and
hand-woven garments, must be a believer in Hindu-Muslim unity and in
the unity amongst all the communities professing different religions in
India as an article of faith, must believe in non-violence as .absolutely
essential for the redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and the at-
tainment of swaraj, and if a Hindu, must by his personal conduct show
that he regards untouchability as a blot upon nationalism,